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OCTOBER MESSAGE FROM THE  

POTENTATE 

Salam and Peace Be with You 

Wow, it is almost time to take my camel ride over the 
dunes and into the next camp. The year has literally flown 
by. The year has been full of ups and downs, trials and 
tribulations and also fun times. There is a core group of 
Nobles that get it, have fun and support the activities of 
the shrine and then, there are those that sit on the 
sidelines and watch. It is time for those on the sidelines 
to stand up, come and have a beverage with the brothers 
you came here with. Enjoy the fraternal atmosphere of 
the Oasis. Your fellow nobles would really like to see you. 
Come out and have some Fun with a Purpose. 
Remember, it is all for the KIDS. 

I need to bring you all up to date with some items that 
were brought up at the Stated Meeting. Rumors and 
inuendo, let me address the one that brought about a call 
from a long established Noble and a mentor. Apparently 
there was a rumor going around that we were not going 
to have the bulletin printed any more. Yes, we missed 
July. When I put my budget together last year, I thought I 
had that covered by a volunteer who would take care of 
all the communication, that I needed, to keep you 
informed. Well, in January they backed out of the offer to 
help. Leaving me to spend money from my budget that  
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could have gone to something else. Going forward, thank 
you to Jonathan Higgins for stepping up to help produce 
the bulletin in the printed form and also get it on the web 
site. So, we are back in print. 

The next rumor is that we spend to much. Whoever is 
doing this abomination apparently doesn’t have all the 
information that they need. Shame on him! That we are 
over budget, we are well in the confines of the budget. 
There was concern that the air conditioners were not 
needed and would cost too much. We did it within the 
constraints of the capitol budget and maintenance 
budget for the building. We had a fellow brother do the 
work, one day, they get delivered and the next day fine 
tuning and running. 

We needed the body of Nobles assembled to approve the 
resolution for a Financial Advisor. We succeeded in the 
approval for this position and it was in good form as 
attested by our Attorney. The successful bidder was The 
Summit Group with fellow noble Dr. Ron Olbernolte. 
Here again the discourse between the Nobles has been 
tension filled, this has got to stop. Since Noble Ron has 
taken the reigns on the funds, we have been able to 
make repairs to the building, pay all the building bills, his 
salary {he pays us rent for his office} and funding to help 
support the nobility, if we need it. Yes, we are tied to the 
Stock Market and their fluctuations, sometimes it has 
driven me batty, but Noble Ron has been on top of it. 
This last go around was devastating to some, with Ron’s  
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knowledge in one of our funds we gained 14%, most 
others on the S&P 500 lost or only gained 3%, we made 
11%. Noble Ron and I talk almost every day about the 
funds and I assure you with the calculations he makes, we 
will be successful. 

Some of you have probably heard that our insurance is up 
for renewal and there are a few new things that need to 
be addressed. We need to address the liability for any 
person from a club or unit who stands behind the bar and 
pours a drink for one of us, the new requirement for this 
is he should take a class for this. Some are called TIPS or 
READ. They can be taken online and in class. I don’t think 
it would be a good idea that we have the ABC people 
here in the building or at a club or unit event. Reason is 
we would be on their radar. We are different from the 
Elks, we don’t sell liquor. If they came in and did the 
program, it could open a can of worms. This requirement 
is for our protection. Also, we looking to increase our 
liability level to protect us for a major claim. More on 
this, later.We had to change our CPA, only because of a 
new Imperial audit requirement for all Temples.   Our PA 
couldn’t afford to send his employees to school lo learn 
about the new audit procedures, So, our Treasurer 
interviewed three new candidates. Out of the three, we 
selected the one we feel would be best for the shrine. 

The upcoming months will find the Divan riding a camel 
on the beaches of Cabo San Lucas, dining on western 
lobster and burning and sweating in the Mexican sun. 
Thanks, to those travelling with us on our cruise. 
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Remember to get your money to Denise for the races at 
the Big Fresno Fair, $35.00 for the VIP treatment. Looks 
like the clowns are having a Halloween Party in October. 
Don’t think we will have an Octoberfest Party. 

November finds us with two great opportunities for fun. 
One will be the First Lady creating gingerbread houses. 
Don’t know what they will look like as the ladies like their 
wine. The date is to be decided. 

The Chief Rabbans night is coming and let’s show Randy 
that we are there to support him. November 9. 2019. 

The last Stated Meeting of the Shrine for this year, will be 
on December 2 at 6 PM. Following the meeting we will 
have a traditional Spaghetti and meatball dinner. During 
this meeting we will have two important items on the 
agenda. The first will be election of new officers for 2020, 
step up and help. The second is that we will have a Black 
Camel ceremony for our members who have taken that 
last camel ride. We will read the roll call and have a 
ceremony. Again, come out and say goodbye to dear 
friends and toss one back for those who have passed. 
Peace be with you my Brothers! 

As usual, may your camel spit with the wind and guide 
you on the right path, SALAM! 
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From The Chief Rabban 
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